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SYNOPSIS
Set in the marginal neighbourhood of Corongo and the seigniorial cobblestone streets of Lima, Peru, MARICONES unveils the many contradictions and advances of a sexual revolution that is sweeping the world at the dawn of the XXI century.

The documentary MARICONES (Faggots) was inspired by the contradictions and preconceived assumptions of a machista society.  Director/Producer Marcos Arriaga challenges local beliefs by asking whether another world is possible. 

He introduces us to Eusebio, 58, a gay man from the popular neighbourhood of Corongo where Marcos grew up.  A former male prostitute and cabaret dancer, Eusebio is a neighbourhood personality who supports his deceased brother’s two sons through catering gigs. 

The second protagonist is Juan Carlos Ferrando, the son of one of Peru’s most famous television personalities. He studied film and television in Europe and at the BBC in London where he first discovered that it was OK to be gay.  Currently a drag comic performer, he owns a successful theatre and is one of the organizers of Lima’s fledgling annual Pride Parade.
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DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT

While in Peru shooting his short documentary “Promised Land” in 2000, Marcos Arriaga became the subject of many prodding questions regarding the participation of then Toronto Mayor Mel Lastman in the annual Pride Parade. The Mayor’s public revelries and the fact that Marcos was 40, single and childless led to speculation as to Marcos’ sexual orientation.

MARICONES was inspired by these assumptions. Marcos’ journalistic instinct and belief that sexual freedom is a basic human right ultimately led him to this project. He encountered the contradictions of a machista society and the relationship between the church, the state, and economics in defining and controlling sexuality.

He found that Peru is a country in transition towards a more open democracy. Now, more than ever, there has to be a more open dialogue in society about these issues.  Marcos hopes that MARICONES will add to this ongoing global discussion.

DIRECTOR’S BIOGRAPHY

Born in Lima, Peru, Marcos Arriaga graduated from the Communications Program at the San Martin de Porras University in 1985.  In Peru he worked as a journalist and photographer for the dailies “Marka”, “La Voz” and the weekly magazine “Amauta”. Marcos immigrated to Canada in 1987.  He completed his degree from Sheridan College’s Media Arts Film Program in 1995 and received an M.F.A. in Film Production at York University in 2003.

Marcos has completed 4 short films: WATCHING (1994); EL BARRIO (1998); THE HARRIS PROJECT (1998); and PROMISED LAND (2002). He has also worked as Director of Photography on several independent productions including the Gemini award-winning film DEEP INSIDE CLINT STAR (1999), JOHNNY GREYEYES (2001), GOLDIROCKS (2003) and ZERO: THE INSIDE STORY (2004).
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PROTAGANISTS’ BIOGRAPHY

Eusebio Garcia Barruti
Eusebio, like the Director, was born in Corongo, a popular neighbourhood in the district of the Port of Callao in Peru. Corongo is known for both its star soccer players and renowned criminals. Eusebio takes care of his brother’s two young sons, Rafael and Jonathan. His brother was a paratrooper in the army and died an alcoholic. The mother of the two sons left shortly thereafter, leaving the two children to be cared for by an ageing Eusebio. Eusebio is a doting father, earning a living by catering local events. He is well respected in Corongo not only for his delicious meals but also for his unsavory past, his sense of humor and his street smarts. When he was younger, he worked as a male prostitute and dancer to eke out a living. Despite his shady past, Eusebio is well known for the loving home he provides for his nephews.

A neighbourhood personality, Marcos first met Eusebio as a young boy. Marcos’ family owned a pharmacy where he worked on the weekends. It was there that he fist met Eusebio. He had been in a fight and needed immediate medical attention. Through Eusebio, Marcos is able to share a rare glimpse into a little known sector of Lima, providing a view of an illiterate elderly black gay man in Peru.

Juan Carlos Ferrando

Juan Carlos is the youngest son of Augusto Ferrando, a notable Peruvian TV showman. Augusto had the longest running TV show called “Trampolin a la fama” (Springboard to Fame), which was a staple of Peruvian television from the mid 1960’s through the early1990’s on PanamercicanaTV. 

Unlike Eusebio, Juan Carlos has led the privileged life of the Peruvian upper classes, having had an opportunity to study and live in Europe. It is there that he was able to live his life outside the closet, and gain an international perspective on the politics of (homo)sexuality. Upon his return to Peru, he began his own theatre company. He came out publicly after his father and brothers passed away, and was heavily criticized by the local media for having done so. Eventually the media changed its tune and has now acknowledged his tremendous talent.

Juan Carlos is now an active showman, serving as a liaison of sorts between mainstream media and the gay community. Along with his long time partner of 20 years, he is an activist and one of the key organizers of the annual Gay Pride Parade in Lima.
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